
1. Collisions with pedestrians occur most often at intersections when 
making turns. 
 

2. When driving if you stare at the centerline you will move towards the 
center line. 
 

3. When a traffic light turns green at an intersection do not start ahead 
until you have checked for pedestrians. 
 

4. When you drive in another cars blind spot or allow another car to  
stay in your blind spot, you are not keeping the best space margin to the 
sides. 
 

5. Driving along a line of parked cars the most important thing to look for 
about each car is to see if the car is occupied. 
 

6. When stopped behind another car and light turns green you should 
count 1-2-3 after the car ahead begins moving. 
 

7. Children are a problem as pedestrians because they are smaller and 
harder to see than older pedestrians. 
 

8. Communication in driving should be thought of as getting the other 
drivers to understand your intentions. 
 

9. As you approach a railroad crossing you can tell if the truck ahead of 
you will stop if it is carrying hazardous materials. 
 

10. Hanging things from the inside mirror is not legal because it is a visual 
distraction. 
 

11. When approaching a large parked truck you should slow down or 
change lanes. 
 

12. When a car is tailgating you, it is best to allow more space to the front. 
 

13. One clue that there may be children in the area would be you hear 
them playing. 
 

14. If you are approaching a green traffic light in a downtown area and 
there are no other cars ahead, you should slow down before the 
intersection until you can see to the sides. 
 

15. The only way you can be sure the other driver sees you is that they 
look at you and stop moving. 
 

16. Drivers must look at least a block ahead to scan under parked vehicles 
for movement. 
 

17. When you use your turn signals for a turn you are communicating your 
intentions only to the cars to in front and behind you. 
 

18. You can tell that children may be playing nearby if there are toys in the 
front yard. 
 

19. You should deal with a potential hazard quickly by changing lanes, 
adjusting speed or signaling. 
 

20. You should always choose a lane so that the distance you can see 
ahead is never less than 1 block (12 seconds). 
 

21. When you see a group of children playing near the road watch for a 
single child coming from across the road. 
 

22. The amount of traffic and visibility to the front and sides determines a 
reasonable and proper speed in city traffic 
 

23. The main reason drivers do not see dangerous situations before they 
become an immediate hazard is that they fix their attention on the road or 
car ahead. 
 

24. The most common crash in night time driving is running off the road. 
 

25. When backing up a car where children may be present look behind 
and next to your car before starting the engine. 

26. When you approach a blind intersection you should slow until you can see 45 
degrees to the sides. 
 

27. With a potential hazard on both sides of your lane it is best to allow more space 
to the most dangerous side. 
 

28. You are approaching the top of a hill on a narrow two lane road. The shoulder 
is very narrow. A car is tailgating you. A bicyclist has just come over the hill near 
the center line.  You should slow down slightly and move closer to the right edge of 
road. 
 

29. Deer crossing the road in an area you travel through every day will be there at 
about the same time each day. 
 

30. You can reduce the effect of distractions on your driving if you continually scan 
the area ahead. 
 

31. The expert driver prevents “Highway Hypnosis” by always moving his eyes. 
 

32. You are driving on a narrow street. You are coming to a car that has just 
parked. The driver is about to get out. An oncoming car is approaching in the left 
lane. You should stay in the center of your lane and slow down. 
 

33. If you see a deer standing beside the road stop the car, tap the horn until they 
move away. 
 

34. In order to drive in traffic without crashing you must master proper timing of 
your movements. 
 

35. When you are in heavy traffic before you cross railroad tracks you must make 
sure there is enough space on the other side of the tracks. 
 

36. You are driving on a four lane street approaching a light that has just turned 
green. An oncoming car is signalling a left turn you should move to the right side of 
the lane and slow down, watch his front tires. 
 

37. After a deer crosses the road in front of your car you should begin to move 
slowly as deer usually travel in groups. 
 

38. The most common excuse after a traffic crash is I didn't see the other car. 
 

39. Making a left turn you should keep your wheels straight because you may get 
hit from behind. 
 

40. An example of sensory overload would be driving through a heavy construction 
area. 
 

41. Drive carefully near a motorcycle with a passenger  because actions of the 
passenger can throw the motorcycle off balance. 
 

42. The second most common excuse after the crash is I had the right-of-way. 
 

43. The most common cause of crashes in daytime driving is failing to yield the 
right of way at intersections. 
 

44. Drivers do not use the horn properly because they do not use it early enough. 
 

45. Motorcycles are harder to see and they may hit you if you pull out too close in 
front of them because they cannot be stopped as fast as a car. 
 

46. It is important to develop "selective seeing habits" because you see what you 
are looking for. 
 

47. You must turn your head to look at each intersection because the effectiveness 
of your peripheral vision decreases with speed. 
 

48. In order to properly "leave yourself an out", you should always keep a good 
space cushion around the car. 
 

49. Following a motorcycle be aware that they may slow down without warning 
because they have a special problem crossing railroad tracks. 
 

50. In the country the area to search for potential hazards extends 1/4 mile ahead. 
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51. Preparing to pass a car on a two lane highway, you should start your 
pass from about two seconds behind the car ahead. 
 

52. As a driver the most important factors in preventing crashes are good 
visibility and keeping space around the car. 
 

53. Making a right turn at an intersection don’t get between the curb and 
any large truck. 
 

54. You are more likely to have an crash when driving on a straight, flat 
road. 
 

55. It seems that a lot of cars are pulling out in front of you today turn on 
your headlights to make yourself more visible. 
 

56. Before changing lanes you check your outside mirror for cars 
approaching you from behind in the lane next to you. 
 

57. The first few warm days of spring, because of the salt and sand 
spread on the roads during the winter, you need to be more careful around 
motorcycles and bicycles. 
 

58. You must be aware that more crashes occur in light traffic. 
 

59. To avoid an oncoming car in your lane you should move to the right off 
the road. 
 

60. To help prevent a head on crash if you are approaching a narrow 
space at the same time as an oncoming car you should let the other car 
go through first. 
 

61. Driving just below the right side window of a truck is dangerous 
because you are in the trucks blindspot. 
 

62. Just after you cross an intersection you should look in your mirrors. 
 

63. Following a large truck, to increase your visibility you should allow 
more following distance. 
 

64. Flashing your brake lights is the best way to signal the warning, "There 
is trouble ahead in my lane"?  
 

65. After passing a truck, do not pull back in too close in front of it because 
you need extra space behind you in case you have to stop quickly. 
 

66. In order to eliminate the possibility of an crash you must always 
maintain space around the car. 
 

67. As you approach an uncontrolled intersection, you see a car also  
approaching the intersection from your left. You should slow down, if 
necessary, to avoid the other driver. 
 

68. The cause of 95% of crashes is driver error The biggest mistake that 
drivers make is that they do not keep shifting their attention. 
 

69. On a long downhill road in the mountains is very important to check 
your mirrors often because large trucks sometimes overheat their brakes. 
 

70. In order to have time to see the traffic situation ahead you should 
maintain a four (4) second following distance. 
 

71. A left turn signal is the best way to signal the message, "I want to 
pass"? 
. 

72. To keep the car centered in the lane you should look at the center of 
the lane 2 - 3 blocks ahead. 
 

73. Driving next to a semi with multiple trailers on a freeway is especially 
hazardous because the driver has no control over the trailers. 
 

74. "Visibility” in driving meansyou can see all of the other drivers and all 
of the other drivers can see you. 
 

75. Making a left  turn JUST BEFORE you start to turn look to your left to 
check for pedestrians 

76. The goal of learning and practicing defensive driving techniques is to not have 
to skid your tires or swerve to avoid an crash for  5 to 10 years. 
 

77. A semi driver may not know you are behind him unless you can see his mirrors. 
 

78. Making a left turn, just as you START TURNING you must look straight ahead 
one last time for oncoming cars 
 

79. In the city you should search for potential hazards in the area 1 to 1 1/2 blocks 
ahead. 
 

80. When you stop behind another car at a traffic light you should stop so that you 
can see their tires touching the ground. 
 

81. At night or in bad weather after a large truck passes you on the freeway you 
should flash you lights. 
 

82. Weather is an important factor in traffic crashes - you are more likely to have an 
crash with another car during clear, dry weather. 
 

83. Making a left turn in traffic you always look to the side one last time for cross 
traffic 1/2 way thru the turn 
 

84. Stopping at a traffic light in the left lane you should stop slightly farther back 
than the car in the right lane. 
 

85. Following a large truck closely is dangerous because the trailer may stop 
without warning if the air brakes lose pressure. 
 

86. The only way you can tell what another driver might do at an  
intersection, is to look to see which way his front wheels are pointed. 
 

87. Blindspots are the areas around the car that the driver cannot see when 
checking mirrors. 
 

88. When making a left turn in traffic and NOT in a “Left turn only” lane, position 
your car as far as possible to the left because it gives the cars behind more space 
to get around you. 
 

89. One way to find animals near the road at night is to look for the reflection of the 
animals eyes. 
 

90. If you stare at something in the traffic scene ahead your peripheral vision 
decreases. 
 

91. Approaching an intersection on a thru street you should scan by looking front, 
left, right, front and then in the mirrors 
 

92. You are waiting to make a right turn and there is a car coming from the left 
signaling for a right turn you should wait for him to actually start to turn. 
 

93. When you are slowing down you should always check your mirrors. 
 

94. At night in an area where animals might cross the road, drive close to the 
center of the road. 
 

95. You can tell you are in another driver’s blind spot because you cannot see the 
inside mirror thru the rear window. 
 

96. The most dangerous place to drive is near your home because you know all the 
streets in the area. 
 

97. You should be careful around rental trucks because the driver may never have 
driven a truck. 
 

98. The letters T.I.P.S. stand for Traffic, Intersections, Pedestrians & Signs. 
 

99. Approaching a railroad crossing at night you should turn on your high beam 
headlights. 
 

100. Besides using you turn signal you can communicate your intention to make a 
right turn at a stop sign by stopping with the car angled to the right. 

PAGE 2 UNIT 3 STUDY GUIDE 


